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OPTIONS FOR INSTALLING AFCI PROTECTION 
BASED ON THE 2020  NEC, SECTION 210.12 

 A free resource provided by Electrical Training Resources LLC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*An outlet/branch circuit type AFCI unit used in this scenario is required to be marked as the first outlet of the circuit. 
Circuit breakers and devices must be listed.   Always read and comply with applicable electrical codes.  This page is a summary only. 

NEC is a registered trademark of the National Fire Protection Association. 
 

No circuit length limitation 

No circuit length limitation 

RMC, IMC, EMT, MC, or  AC cables. 
Only metal boxes allowed on supply-side of AFCI receptacle. 

No circuit length limitation. 

Max 50 ft #14 or 70 ft #12 continuous 
 

Max 50 ft #14 or 70 ft #12 continuous 
The breaker/AFCI receptacle combination must be listed as a 

system-combination type AFCI. 
 

AFCI RECEPTACLE 

AFCI RECEPTACLE* 

AFCI RECEPTACLE* 

AFCI RECEPTACLE* 

STANDARD BREAKER 

SUPPLEMENTAL ARC-PROTECTION  
BREAKER 

 

BRANCH/FEEDER AFCI BREAKER 
 

COMBINATION-TYPE AFCI BREAKER 
(DETECTS BOTH SERIES & PARALLEL ARCS) 

STANDARD BREAKER 


